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Today the DPPC had the honor of hosting a virtual meeting between
Haji Ajmal Rahmani Mir Haidar Afzaly and U.S. Representative 
Chrissy Houlahan of the 6th Congressional District of Pennsylvania.

Congresswoman Houlahan serves on the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee and the House Armed Services Committee, where she 
works to ensure America's military and diplomats remain strong and 
well-equipped to aid in counter-terrorism efforts. We discussed the 
future of Afghanistan - U.S. relations and Parliament's critical role in 
the peace process, women's rights, and the importance of ensuring 
U.S. taxpayer dollars are used responsibly to fight extremism.

Thank you, Representative Houlahan, for your service and tireless 
efforts on the House Foreign Affairs Committee and the House 
Armed Services Committee and for your support of Afghan women 
and the peace process. We are grateful for your time and support of 
our efforts in Parliament. We look forward to enhancing the working 
relationship between Parliament and the U.S. Congress to attain 
common goals and create a better future for Afghanistan.
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Today the DPPC had the privilege of hosting a virtual meeting 
between Haji Ajmal Rahmani, Naheed Farid and Dietmar Krissler and 
his team at the European External Action Service (EEAS) for 
Afghanistan.

EEAS is the European Union's diplomatic service, where Mr. Dietmar 
Krissler is the Head of the Division responsible for relations with 
Afghanistan. We would like to thank the EU, Mr. Krissler, and his 
team for their service and tireless efforts at the EEAS and for their 
support of the Afghan people, and the peace process.

We discussed the vital role of the EU in the peace process, and the 
importance of closer collaboration between the EU and Parliament 
on issues of mutual concern including peace, anti-corruption, and 
women's rights.
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Mr. Krissler and his colleagues voiced strong support for our efforts 
in Parliament and committed to enhancing the working relationship 
between Parliament and the EU to attain common goals and create a 
better future for Afghanistan. We are thankful for Mr. Krissler's time 
and his sincerity towards the Afghan people.
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Today is National Armed Forces Day in Afghanistan. We offer 
gratitude and sincere thanks to the brave men and women of the 
Afghan National Defense and Security Forces (ANDSF) for their 
sacrifices and valiant efforts to protect the Afghan people and fight 
against extremism.
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Q The Afghanistan-U.S. Democratic f 

Peace and Prosperity Council is an 
organization dedicated to the 
furtherance of the long-standing 
friendship and alliance, forged in a 
strong mutual commitment to shared 
ideals, between Afghans and 
Americans.
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We strongly condemn the vicious attacks that separately targeted 
three female media workers and wounded two other women in 
Nangarhar Province yesterday. Our thoughts are with the victims, 
and we share our deepest sympathies and condolences to those 
who lost their loved ones in these horrifying acts.

An attack against journalists and the media is not only appalling and 
unacceptable, it is also an assault on the freedom of the press and 
expression. This type of violence is an attack against Afghanistan's 
democracy and the gains it has achieved over the past 20 years.

High levels of violence and peace talks cannot go hand in hand. The 
people of Afghanistan deserve peace, but not a fragile peace deal 
that doesn't respect the progress made in Afghan society.
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Sakina is a great example of how young women are reshaping 
Afghanistan's future. She moved from her native Bamyan to educate 
young girls in a rural part of Kandahar Province that had a shortage 
of educators and only one school for girls. Sakina is a role model for 
all Afghan women, especially the young girls whose lives she 
impacts on a daily basis.
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Yesterday, the Afghan Parliament began the third year of its 17th 
legislative term in a ceremony presided over by Speaker Mir Rahman 
Rahmani and President Ashraf Ghani. The previous session of 
Parliament made great strides to further the interests of the Afghan 
people and to promote democracy, women's rights, anti-corruption, 
the rule of law, and sustainable peace. We wish the Afghan 
Parliament luck and great success in its upcoming session as it 
continues to build a peaceful and prosperous future for all Afghan 
people.
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